THE LANGUAGE DETECTIVE

CHASING THE COGNATES

Timing: 20 min.
Format: individually, in pairs, small groups or whole class
Prior knowledge needed: none

Language specialists reckon that at least 1 in 4 English words is derived from French.
Though the common origin of some words in both languages is not always obvious anymore, it is sometimes very clear,
especially in written form, and can be a precious help in picking up French words .

Play the language detective game and see how many cognates you can find in these fables.

Level 1 : In ‘The Raven and the Fox’ find the French words for ‘Perched’, ‘master’, ‘beak’, ‘flatterer’, ‘lesson’, and ‘doubt’.
In ' The Grasshopper and the Ant’, find the French words for ‘morsel’, ‘grain’, ‘interest’, and ‘dance’.

Level 2 : In ‘The Raven and the Fox’, find 6 cognates.
In ' The Grasshopper and the Ant’, find 4 cognates.

To go the extra mile...

1) The translations chosen are literal enough that you could ask the children to find the match for many words or phrases
in the other language.

2) Cognates look the same but sound different in French and English. Using what they already know about French
pronunciation (or guessing if they haven’t got any notion of this yet), ask your pupils to suggest how to say the words
that they have found and then use an online pronunciation checker (such as howtopronounce.com or



voicenotebook.com/prononce.php) to see who got closest to the correct sound. (you will need Google Chrome and the
Google Speech Recognition engine for voicenotebook.com)
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